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DAB/FM/AM TUNER 
FIRST TESTS

REPRODUCED FROM NOVEMBER 2005                                 

Analogue and DAB in harmony
DENON HAS A superb track record DENON HAS A superb track record DENON HAS A
with analogue tuners, but will it 
have the same degree of success 
in the digital-radio race?

The TU-1800DAB is a hybrid 
model, capable of handling FM, 
AM and, of course, DAB broad-
casts. You’re provided with all the 
necessary aerials – and the DAB 
antenna even has a magnetic base 
to help secure it in place.

An elegant and streamlined 
design makes the Denon an attrac-
tive piece of kit. The fascia features 
a large, two-line dot matrix display 
that’s easy to read and can be 
dimmed at the touch of a button. 
Around the back, in addition to 
standard phono outputs, you find 
optical and coaxial outputs that’ll 

allow you to connect this Denon 
tuner to a home cinema receiver.

Saving your favourite stations 
isn’t a problem, since the Denon 
caters for a mammoth 200 presets 
(100 DAB and 100 FM/AM). As ever 

with DAB, tuning isn’t a problem 
either:  simply hit the Autotune 
button and the unit will scour the 
airwaves for all available channels. 
You can then cycle through and 
select stations via the unit’s basic 
remote control or the responsive 
fascia scroll wheel.

Sonic results are extremely 
impressive. Music is delivered with 
great fluidity and smoothness. 
Vocals are full-bodied, refined 
and sound expressive and natural. 

Whether it’s Elton John’s Rocket 
Man on Capital Gold or Roger 
Sanchez’s summer classic Another 
Chance on Kiss, the Denon delivers 
an entertaining musical perform-
ance, full of rhythm and drive. The 
tuner uncovers a good level of detail 
thanks to its clear and relatively 
uncompressed delivery.

First analogue and now digital, 
Denon really has found the secret 
to manufacturing top-notch tuner 
separates. The TU-1800DAB is a 
fine example that has a great shout 
at being head of the class in 2005.

DAB/FM/AM
TUNER
DENON
TU-1800DAB
★★★★★
£ 250

PURE DIGITAL 
DRX-702ES
★★★★★
£250
July 2003
It might be an 
older contender 
to the DAB throne, 
but the Pure still 
makes a good 
fi st of digital and 
analogue radio

SONY ST-SDB900
★★★★★
£250 
November 2004
We can’t wait to 
test this classy 
Sony – last year’s 
Award-winner – 
against the Denon

m FOR

Slick, attractive 
styling; easy 
to use; allows 
for a detailed, 
refi ned and full-
bodied sound

AGAINST

m

Nothing

VERDICT

m

Denon looks 
set for a highly 
successful DAB 
separates career

This DAB/FM/AM 
hybrid tuner hits 
all the right buttons 
with its fi ne usability 
and sound quality

“This Denon’s elegant 
and streamlined design 
makes it a joy to own”


